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Merry 
Christmas…
…or as they say in the US, 
“Happy Holidays”.

New Bulletin 
editor wanted
Alex Birkhead has been our editor 
for the last two years. He and his 
family have now moved to West 
Hendred and this is the last Bulletin 
edited by him. We thank him for all 
the hard effort involved in produc-
ing a top class Bulletin. We need a 
new editor — if you have the skills 
or would be prepared to be trained 
to undertake the editing role, please 
contact John Sharp on 833367.

The judges comments were “East 
Hendred is a most picturesque 
village whose beauty and charm is 
somewhat spoiled by a nondescript 
appearance. The centre and older 
parts are extremely well kept, 
showing evident pride in the 
houses and gardens. Likewise, the 
pubs, village shop and hall and 
school are very well looked after”.

The village awarded first prize 
in the medium villages class was 
Cropredy, second prize went to 
Tackley.

Last year, our village won 
second prize in this class— can 
we get the top prize in 2006?

Third in 2005 Oxfordshire Best Kept Village Competition

The district council has released the 
seasonal“catch up” dates for Refuse, 
Green Boxes and Brown Bins. 
Reopening of Drayton Centre
For reference, the Drayton 
Recycling Centre is variously 
suggested to be reopening in 
February or March 2006.

Christmas tree recycling
The county council is again provid-
ing recycling facilities for Christmas 
trees, including at Charlton Park 
Garden Centre (Wantage), between 
31 December and 9 January. 

NORMAL DAY.............................. “CATCH UP” DAY
Tuesday 27 December..................... Thursday 29 December
Friday 30 December........................ Tuesday 3 January 2006
Tuesday 3 January........................... Thursday 5 January
Friday 6 January.............................. Monday 9 January
Tuesday 10 January......................... Wednesday 11 January
Friday 13 January............................ Saturday 14 January

It has been a surprise to many 
that local business Clearwater 
Hampers is now despatching 
almost 100,000 hampers a year. 
Hidden from the rest of East 
Hendred on the north side of the 
A417 (i.e. not within the confines 
of the area of outstanding natural 
beauty), the hamper business 
continues to expand and, some 
say, resembles a James Bond level 
of undercover activity!

The office space was extended 
this year from 800ft² to 3,000ft², 
enabling the 23 full-time office 
staff to spread their wings and 
providing much-needed space 
for the additional temporary staff 
taken on for the Christmas rush.

Peter & Rachael Austin 
were proud to host a 
champagne reception 
on Friday 11 November, 
with Ed Vaizey MP 
formally opening the 
state-of-the-art premises, 
together with many local 
dignitaries and a number 
of loyal customers and 
suppliers. Additionally, 
they very recently 
confirmed Clearwater’s 
largest ever order, for 
14,000 hampers, and 
packing for these and 
other Christmas orders 
continues apace.

Clearwater Hampers inaugurates new extension

Christmas bin and box days
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Freelance, p/t work (Publishing)
Telecoms/Convergence publisher teleworking locally is 
looking for help, typically for a few days a month.

• Marketing support (CRM admin; db research; some 
campaign activity. Strong PC/internet skills)

• Typesetting (InDesign; PC-based)
• Proof-reading (screen-/Word-based)
• Direct marketing consultant (bigger role; proven, 

traditionally and online; creating/managing 
campaigns; leads and off-the-page)

• Business writers (particularly Spanish/Portuguese or 
German reading/research, possibly Japanese/Korean; 
writing in English)

• Sales (also recruiting permanent mid-level sales; proven 
b2b, consultative selling; see Monster/TotalJobs)

If you’re interested (or can think of someone who might 
be), please contact Alex Birkhead (West Hendred) on 
020-7083-0051 or alex.birkhead@ciworks.com.

Just wondering if anyone hereabouts is interested, as 
roles could be Hendred- or London-centred. Company 
(CI Works, www.ciworks.com) is semi-virtual, so working 
from home fits well. Rates/fees should be reasonable. 
Relevant experience essential as might be a good 
PC/broadband setup. Flexible. Starting January onwards.

Sorry about the small print…only space I could get!

M.J. DUNSDON
JIB registered

ELECTRICIAN
Re-wires, extensions, 

new works etc.
Unobtrusive work with 

older properties.
Latest safety regulations 

adhered to.

TEL: 01235 831324

Charlton Park
Garden Centre

Prop: Mr P.B. Stevenson

For all your gardening needs
Flowers for all Occasions
from weddings to Funerals

Large Pet Department

CHARLTON ROAD, 
WANTAGE

01235 772770

Vale Game
P e s t  C o n t r o l  S e r v i c e s

* Rabbits & Moles
* Rats & Mice

*Wasps, Fleas & Flies
* Ants and Cockroaches

* All other Public Health Pests
* Buildings cleaned and fumigated

Tel 01367 820333
Mobile 07836 513921

Banny Hill Farm, Baulking,
Faringdon, Oxfordshire SN7 7QE

THE INDEPENDENT ADVICE CENTRETHE INDEPENDENT ADVICE CENTRE

FREE
HELP & ADVICE AT THE

Independent Advice Centre
16 Market Place

(behind Barclays Bank)

Advice Line: 01235 765348
Email: help@advicecentreonline.com

Reg charity 270992

CARPET FITTING SPECIALISTS
CHOOSE FROM A WIDE SELECTION OF QUALITY CARPETS

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

CREATIVE FLOORING
LAMINATE AND REAL WOOD

FREE MEASURING AND ESTIMATING SERVICE

TEL: 01235 77 21 28    OR    01235 76 27 13
MASTER FITTER AS APPROVED BY N.I.C.F

R.K.GIBBS

General Building 
and Maintenance

Extensions, Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Plastering, 
Patios and Brickwork

With over 40 years experience

YOUR LOCAL TRADESMAN

Tel: 01235 815434
Mobile: 0795 111 8880

The Hendred Estate 
East Hendred, Nr. Wantage 

The Hendred Estate manages over 40 properties 
comprising 2/3 bedroomed cottages which we 
make available to rent, unfurnished, on Assured 
Shorthold Tenancies in the village of East 
Hendred and surrounding area. We also have 
offices and commercial units, garages and 
grazing available to rent. 

If you would like us to keep your contact details 
for future lettings please let us know. 

Currently available:   1 Lilley Cottages nr. West 
Ilsley, 3 dbl bedrooms, sitting/dining room, kitchen, 
utility, bathroom.  Garden. Garage. £760 pcm. 
The Beeches, East Hendred, 1 dbl bedroom + 
1small bedroom/office, sitting room, bathroom, 
kitchen.  Outhouse. Garden. Parking. £750 pcm. 

The Estate Office:  Tel:   01235 821543 
Fax:  01235 862087 

email: office@hendredestate.co.uk
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              from the chair
Although we often think of East 
Hendred as a “self-contained” 
village in south Oxfordshire, it 
is affected by many decisions 
being taken outside the village. 
Examples are Thames Water 
(the new reservoir), Oxfordshire 
County Council (on locations 
for new housing in the county 
and the road structure, the A417 
particularly), the Highways 
Authority (on the future of the 
A34), UKAEA (on the future 
of the Harwell site), the District 
Council (on planning decisions). 
As a Parish Council, we try to 
keep up to date with all these 
developments, often by attending 
meetings, and to make our input 
to questionnaires and requests for 

comments. We also welcome input 
from villagers on these issues, 
either at Parish Council meetings 
or by post or email. Although 
we recognise that responses 
from individual parish councils 
have limited effect on major 
decisions, we do also work with 
other local councils to increase 
the effectiveness of the response. 
A good example is our working 
closely together with Ardington 
and Lockinge and West Hendred 
parish councils on the proposed 
Steventon reservoir and on issues 
affecting the A417. Our County 
and District Councillors do attend 
our Parish Council meetings and 
we do influence them to respond 
on our behalf at their level of 
input. In addition, we are members 
of the Oxfordshire Association of 
Local Councils and their advice is 
useful. I am also a member of the 
Board of the Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council and can have 
an input to the decisions taken 

there, based on local knowledge.
We are pleased that the 

development of our Parish Plan 
is now progressing, and we are 
very pleased that Dame Jennifer 
Jenkins has agreed to chair 
the committee overseeing this. 
This committee met for the first 
time on 18 November and four 
working groups were set up. 
The number of responses to the 
questionnaire in the last Bulletin 
was disappointing (with only about 
30). We do not think this can be 
a proper reflection on the level of 
interest in the future development 
of this village. Nevertheless, the 
responses do give us a feel of what 
the major issues are and we shall 
be undertaking further surveys 
later during the development of 
the Plan.

Licensing of pubs, shops and 
other organisations has been a 
“hot topic”, both nationally and 
locally, in the last few months, 
with the new legislation imple-

mented at the end of November. 
The role of Parish Councils 
in responding to requests for 
extended hours was not clear 
and we have been in correspond-
ence with the Vale Council, 
the Oxfordshire Association of 
Local Councils and our MP on 
this topic. It transpires that not 
all local Councils have taken 
the same view on this, with at 
least one District Council in 
Oxfordshire accepting responses 
from local Parish Councils 
on behalf of their parishion-
ers, whereas the Vale Council 
decided to interpret “independ-
ent parties” as excluding Parish 
Councils. This reflects lack of 
thoroughly considered guidance 
from the Government on this 
important topic.

Very best wishes for Christmas 
and the New Year,

John Sharp

A feasibility study of the potential 
for using renewable energy in 
the village started in 2003, with a 
small grant from Thames Valley 
Energy. It was undertaken under 
the auspices of the Parish Council, 
which set up a Task Group to 
undertake the study. Members of 
this group were Conrad Atkinson, 
Charles Clayton, Jon Dunsdon, 
Edward Eyston, John Sharp and 
Martin Simmonds. The study 
incorporated a number of case 
studies, which included providing 
lighting for a school car park and 
installation of a solar thermal panel 
on a village house. A questionnaire 
to villagers was completed last 
year, with responses from over 
50 residents. Renewable energy 
systems that were considered 

included solar thermal, solar PV 
(photo-voltaic), ground source heat 
pumps, wind, water power and 
biomass. The final report is now 
complete and the main conclusions 
are listed below. 
• The questionnaire undertaken 

showed that the great majority 
of respondents (92%) are 
concerned about environmental 
issues arising from the burning 
of fossil fuels. A large number 
of those responding (88%) 
are either “very” or “fairly” 
concerned about climate change 
due to global warming. Most 
respondents felt that we should 
increase the use of renewable 
energy. This supportive attitude 
towards renewable energy 
should lead to positive action.

• The technology reports 
generally show that several of 
the renewable energy sources 
investigated are not economic 
for a village of the size and 
location of East Hendred, but 
it would be unfortunate to 
simply abandon all efforts to 
adopt renewable energy sources 
because of the cost compared 
to the current situation for 
fossil fuels.

• The environmental cost 
of fossil fuel burning is 
increasing. The price charged 
for fossil fuels is also rising and 
higher fuel prices will make 
marginal technologies, such 
as solar thermal, more cost-
effective in the future. 

• Local policies for planning are 

changing to be more positive 
towards renewable energy 
projects, so that people who do 
want to install renewable energy 
systems should not experience 
planning difficulties.

• Efforts should be made to 
persuade people to adopt 
renewable energy sources 
where at all feasible and 
to make information about 
renewable energy available.

• It is recognised, however, that 
energy conservation provides 
the easiest way to reduce the 
use of fossil fuels. It is likely 
that the greatest reduction in 
fossil fuel use within the village 
could be achieved by informing 
people of ways in which they 
can conserve energy.

As noted in our last Bulletin, 
the new reservoir planned for 
land close to Steventon is back 
on the agenda. We attended a 
meeting with Thames Water a few 
months ago when background 
information was presented. The 
local newspaper recently showed 
pictures of boreholes being driven 
to test the ground conditions. If 
this goes ahead (which appears 

to be increasingly likely) the 
timescale is likely to be as shown 
on the right:

These timescales indicate a 
long period for construction (~7 
years), as massive banks are to 
be built around the reservoir. 
During the early decision phases, 
Thames Water will be hold-
ing meetings with stakeholders 
that include our Parish Council. 

There will also, at some stage, 
be involvement of the public via 
exhibitions, newsletters etc.

East Hendred — renewable energy?

Thames Water reservoir — 2019?

2005.................. Revisiting site selection decision.
2007 (summer) . Full environmental and impact assessment, detailed 

engineering and design of full scheme.
2007 (autumn) .. Planning application and consents submitted.
2010.................. Start of phased construction.
2019.................. Complete construction.
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Preparation of 
Village Plan

In the last Bulletin, a short 
questionnaire was attached to 
enable villagers indicate their main 
concerns about East Hendred, as 
a guide to the main issues that 
would need development in the 
new Village Plan. Unfortunately, 
the response was rather poor with 
only 31 completed questionnaires 
received. It is difficult to believe 
that there is such a limited interest 
in the future development of 
this village. Nevertheless, the 
response have provided the 
planning committee with some 
guidance on the main issues. In 
addition, we are pleased that 14 
people came forward offering to 
help with the development of the 
Plan. A meeting of these, together 
with some parish councillors, 
was held on 18 November and 
four groups were set up to 
progress the Plan. These groups 
will look at the issues concerned 
with Environment; Housing 
and Planning; Traffic, Parking, 
Policing, Security and Village 
Facilities; and Employment, 
Tourism and Viability. The next 
meeting of the Steering Group 
will be held on 3 February. We are 
very pleased that Dame Jennifer 
Jenkins has agreed to chair this 
group. She has a very wide 
experience of chairing meetings 
and is knowledgeable about 
planning and related issues, as 
well as having lived in this village 
for 40 years. It is not too late to 
be involved — please contact 
John Sharp (833367) if you are 
interested.

A review of the main points 
raised from the responses received 
is provided here:

Transport
• Parking in village.
• Danger to pedestrians. Off-

street parking requirement.
• 30mph limit on A417 (several 

comments).
• Reduce car dependency.
• Parked cars in certain village 

locations causing problems.
• Difficulty getting out of village 

onto the A417.
• Damage to verges.
• Need for Park & Ride at Milton.
• Provision of more pavements in 

village and on the A417. 
• More bus services.
• More houses in Grove will 

make access to the A417 even 
more difficult.

• Access by car to schools should 
be better managed.

• Cars parked too close to road 
junctions.

• GP appointments impractical 
without access to car.

• Access to village hall 
sometimes limited via Church 
St. (e.g. for pedestrians).

Housing
• More, affordable housing.
• Insufficient number of smaller, 

starter homes.
• Retirement and first-time buyer 

homes needed.
• Sheltered housing complex for 

retired/older people.
• Too many large properties in village.
• More houses leads to more cars 

and parking problems.
• High rents.
• Housing should be kept within 

village location
• Positioning of affordable houses 

needs careful selection.
Village facilities
• Very good at present but more 

teenager facilities required
• Need to maintain and keep 

what we already have.
• Volunteers needed to run a 

youth club
• Full-time Post Office useful.
• Churches need toilet facilities 

with disabled access.

• Need larger sports field.
• Stronger links between village 

schools and school in French 
twin village.

• Snells Hall key facility for village 
and provision of subsidised hire 
rates for village functions.

Policing and security
• Generally OK but some 

teenager problems.
• Courtesy lighting still limited 

with more footpath lighting 
required.

• More active Neighbourhood 
Watch needed (several 
comments to this effect).

• Repeated vandalism to 
children’s playgrounds.

• Dog fouling.
• Community policeman is 

overstretched.
• More visibility of local 

policeman.
• Security cameras at selected 

sites in village.
• Lighting by OAP homes in 

White Road.
• Petty vandalism problem (e.g. 

in play parks). 
Employment
• Jobs, more offices and tourism 

mainstay of many facilities in 
village.

• Good to see job opportunities in 
villages.

• No objection to more offices 
(but more cars…).

• Sad to see farm buildings being 
converted into offices.

• Networking/interactive club 
needed for those working in the 
village.

• Encourage local companies to 
advertise in Post Office.

• Central car park needed if more 
tourism is to be encouraged.

• Many visitors for “open 
garden” days — very popular.

Environment
• Snells is a real asset to village
• Open access to some parts of 

the village, e.g. Snells.
• Preservation of Snells essential 

for ambience of Snells Hall and 

play park.
• Important to keep green spaces.
• Need cycle path to Wantage.
• Some footpaths have poor 

surface.
• More encouragement to use 

green boxes and recycling.
• Skip for “village” rubbish.
• Communal composting.
• Good environment in village 

— let’s keep it! 
Heritage
• Important to maintain and 

protect conservation area (CA).
• Status Quo is good.
• Heritage in good order and 

village should be proud of it.
• Enough museums/memorials.
• Village museum to be better 

publicised (e.g. opening hours).
• Museum and war memorial 

well maintained.
• More support for village 

museum needed.
• Raising funds to maintain 

heritage is a problem.
• Future development to be done 

sympathetically to protect 
heritage.

• More encouragement for school 
children to be involved.

Other issues
• Support for improved energy 

efficiency.
• Newcomers to village should 

receive “welcome pack”. 
• Involve young people in this 

Plan development.
• Parish Council does excellent 

job.
• Apply strictly village 

“envelope” to future building.
• Trial wind generator to see if 

feasible in village.
• Snells Hall has rate relief from 

District Council, which should 
continue to enable hall to 
operate cost effectively. 

• Grants (e.g. from District/
County Councils) essential to 
enable village facilities to be 
improved.

• Need more volunteers to run 
village organisations. 

The UKAEA has published 
a document introducing a 
consultation process in relation to 
disposal of waste that will arise 
from restoring the Harwell site, 
which will generate a significant 
volume of a solid radioactive waste 

(HVLA). For this material, the 
level of radioactivity is only just 
above the legal limits. Some waste 
of this type (e.g. stones, bricks, 
concrete, soils, and scrap metal) 
already exists on the site and is 
being efficiently managed. Further 

restoration work will produce 
higher volumes of this material.

The consultation phase runs 
until March 2007, when a final 
recommendation report will be 
issued. The process starts with 
an initial consultation, to January 
2006, during which options will 
be developed by UKAEA and 

registered stakeholders will be 
given presentations. The Parish 
Council has registered as an 
interested party and we will 
be asking for a presentation. 
Individuals can also register by 
contacting Paul Atyeo on 01235 
43 5134 or by email (paul.ayteo
@ukaea.org.uk).

Public consultation on High Volume 
Low Activity waste (HVLA) by UKAEA
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New licensing laws

Most people are aware of the 
new licensing laws, with District 
Councils taking over responsibility 
for licensing the sale of alcohol in 
pubs, village halls, shops etc. East 
Hendred has at least six licensed 
premises (three pubs, village shop, 
village hall, sports club). Each of 
these has applied for their new 
licenses in the last two months. 
Four of these have previous 
conditions continued, in terms of 
hours, conditions etc. Two of the 
pubs applied for much extended 
hours, which were challenged by 
residents living in the vicinity of 
each. These cases went to local 
hearings in Abingdon, where 
three District Councillors act 
as the committee. Presentations 
were made by Greene King 
(supported by the publican), the 
District Council, local police and 
by selected residents representing 
those who had objected in writing. 
Decisions were then made by the 

District Council on revised hours, 
conditions etc. In both cases, the 
hours for selling alcohol were 
significantly reduced from those 
applied for, finishing at 11.30pm 
and with 30 minutes for “drinking 
up”. We understand that the 
Wheatsheaf has recently gone to 
appeal on this decision. 

Surprisingly, the Parish Council 
was not allowed to represent the 
several villagers who objected. 
The new licensing laws identified 
an “interested party” as either 
a resident or a business located 
close to the establishment seeking 
extended hours, or as a group 
representing such residents or 
businesses. The Vale Council 
decided to interpret this to mean 
that Parish Councils would not 
constitute an interested party, 
although other District Councils 
have taken a different view. This 
is an indication of the rather rapid 
introduction of these new licensing 
arrangements, without full 
consideration of the implications. 

We occasionally get residents 
coming to our Parish Council 
meetings for interest, rather than 
because they wish to raise a 
particular issue (usually planning). 
Many of these have commented 
that they did not realise that the 
Parish Council was involved in so 
many different issues. In the last 
few months, these have included:
• Storage of nuclear waste 

(responding to the question-
naire from the Committee of 
Radioactive Waste Management, 
for which two councillors attend-
ed a meeting in Wallingford).

• New reservoir near Steventon. 
(This is back on the agenda and 
several councillors attended 
recent meetings with Thames 
Water on their future plans.)

• Location of future housing in 
Oxfordshire (responding to a 
questionnaire from the County 
Council).

• Oxfordshire Transport Study 
(responding to a questionnaire 
from the County Council).

• Changes to the licensing 
system affecting the village.

• Part of Rowstock becoming part 
of East Hendred Parish (a proposal 
is being considered by the District 
Council for the houses to the west 
of Rowstock corner to move from 
Milton parish to East Hendred).

• Proposed options for changes 
to the road system near the 
UKAEA site including new 
junction connections to the A34 
and changes to relieve traffic at 
the Rowstock roundabout. (The 
Parish Council is in correspond-
ence with UKAEA on this.)
In addition, apart from normal 
business, the Council has 
considered and responded on 
ten planning applications in 
the last four months, many of 
which required site visits.

Parish Council business
This year, Remembrance Sunday 
fell on Sunday 13 November and 
there was a ceremony at the War 
Memorial, after the services at St 
Augustine’s and St Mary’s. Every 
house in the village was visited by a 
poppy seller and, this year, the East 
Hendred poppy appeal raised the 
grand sum of £1,005.26 — thank 
you to everyone who contributed. 

We celebrated the Harvest with 
the Harvest Festival in church and 
a splendid Harvest Lunch after-
wards for 80 people in Snells Hall. 
The next festival is Christmas, 
and a Christingle service was 
held in St Augustine’s on Sunday 
11 December. On Monday 19 
December, carol singers from both 
St Augustine’s and St Mary’s will be 
touring the village, setting out from 
Hendred House at 6pm. Everyone 
is welcome to join in, to sing or just 
listen and, if you enjoy the experi-
ence, this year we will be collecting 
on behalf of Save the Children Fund.

By now you should have had a 

card through the door detailing the 
services for Christmas, including 
some of the ones listed below.

Please also check the notice 
board in St Augustine’s churchyard 
for times of the services there, and 
also for details of activities such as 
coffee mornings, lunches for older 
people, and study groups. 

There have been two excellent 

Penney Lectures this autumn, first 
from the Chief Executive of the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution, 
then other by the Second Sea Lord 
and Commander-in-Chief Naval 
Home Command, who spoke about 
Nelson, the Navy of his day and the 
battle of Trafalgar in this its 200th 
anniversary year. Coming up in the 
new year, East Hendred resident 
Deborah Lavin will entertain us 
on the history of espionage, and 
Richard Evans, racing correspond-
ent for the Daily Telegraph, will talk 
about horse racing. All the Penney 
Lectures are held in St Augustine’s 
church and start at 7:30 pm.

Ride or Stride
Here’s something to think about 
for next year. Once a year, in 
early September, the Oxfordshire 
Historic Churches Trust runs a 
sponsored “Ride or Stride”. 

Vast numbers of churches are 
open for the event — including 
all three East Hendred churches, 
St Augustine’s, St Mary’s, and 
the chapel in Hendred House 
— and teams or individuals walk 

or cycle around as many as they 
want or can manage, getting their 
sponsorship forms signed. 

Half the money you raise goes to 
your nominated church, the rest to 
the Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust, which makes grants to 
churches and chapels of all 
denominations towards the cost of 
major fabric repairs. The Trust has 
contributed generously in the past 
to work at St Augustine’s and, each 
year, a team from St Augustine’s 
pedals intrepidly around the 
churches of the Vale. It’s open to 

all and everyone who takes part 
says how much they enjoy it. 

This year, we cycled gently 
around 20 churches and raised 
over £500. It is a fantastic day out 
for anyone, but particularly for 
children who enjoy cycling — you 
go as far or near as you wish, visit 
some beautiful buildings where 
you are warmly welcomed with 
drinks and biscuits, enjoy the 
achievement of seeing your form 
fill up with signatures, and have a 
great time in a good cause. Why 
not join in next September?

Church News

Monday 6:00pm Carol singers from both St Augustine’s
 19 December  and St Mary’s will be touring the vil-

lage, setting out from Hendred House. 
Everyone is welcome to join in, to sing 
or just listen. And if you enjoy the expe-
rience, this year we will be collecting on 
behalf of Save the Children Fund.

Christmas Eve 3.30pm Crib Service at Holy Trinity, West Hendred.
 7.30pm Carols, readings and quiet reflection, at 

St Mary’s.
 8.00pm Mass at St. Mary’s, followed by drinks 

and refreshments.
 11:30pm Midnight Mass, St Augustine’s.
Christmas Day 9.30am Mass, St. Mary’s.
 10.30am Christmas Communion at St Augustine’s.
 11.15am Mass at St. Patrick’s, East Ilsley.
6 January 7.30 Mass for the Epihany, St. Mary’s. 
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Our membership continues to 
increase, as we now have more 
than 30 members who regularly 
enjoy a variety of different 
activities both in the village and 
elsewhere .

Members have recently attended 
talks, exhibitions and conferences 
organised by the Oxfordshire 
Federation of W.Is. in addition to 
the National Conference held in 
the Albert Hall. 

Different monthly meetings 
in East Hendred have covered 
topics as varied as the Wantage 
Counselling Service, Circle 
Dancing, Family History and 
the Registration Service, a 
demonstration of Batik Dyeing, 
and Domestic Waste and 
Recycling Initiatives. The author, 
Gervase Phinn entertained and 
amused W.I. members from 
across the county at a meeting 
in Oxford while, more recently, 

more than half of our members 
had a very enjoyable expedition to 
Bishopstone, for a walking tour of 
the village followed by a delicious 
lunch cooked by Bishopstone W.I. 
members. We have also raised 
money for the Oxford Children’s 
Hospital Campaign, as a very 
worthwhile local charity.

The programme for the coming 
few months is:
19 January — New Year Party
16 February —Life in Gambia 
(Rosemary Howden)
16 March — AGM, followed by 
Members’ Reminiscences

Various “extra” day-time 
activities are also being planned.

Meetings are held in Snells Hall, 
starting at 7.30pm, and new mem-
bers are always welcome to our 
friendly and flourishing W.I. Please 
contact the President (Jill Broadley, 
833291) for further details.

East and West Hendred Women’s Institute

Family Quiz, 14 January, 6.30pm
Snells Hall. Question master 

Bill Dorling. Tickets for adults £4, 
accompanied children £2. Light 
supper included. Bar open. Tickets 
from Hilary Dorling (833636), 
Jackie Francis (833473), Kate 
Nicoll (833573) and Margaret 
Sharp (833367). An event for all 
the family to enjoy in the dark 
days of mid winter!

Pot Luck Supper, 4 February
Speaker Paul Kessling. This 

annual event is always popular. 
Everyone brings a contribution of 
food for the buffet and is assured 
an interesting and varied supper. 
Bar open. Tickets from committee 
members above.

Tutored Wine and Cheese 
Tasting evening, 1 April 2006

Visit from Sarceaux, 2006
The date is now confirmed as 

the  weekend of 8–9 July 2006. A 
full programme of social events 
and expeditions is already planned.

Hendreds Twinning Group

From the 
Beat Officer
Firstly, let’s start with some good 
news. We now have a Beat Office 
in Ardington. The location is the 
Reading Rooms, right next to 
Ardington church. This is all part of 
the current theme of neighbourhood 
policing, which aims to create a 
base actually within Beat Officer 
Areas, not just run out of the 
nearest Police Station. As well as 
providing a base for me within 
the community, I will be using the 
Office for weekly surgeries, giving 
the public the opportunity to come 
and speak to me if they wish. The 
times of surgeries will be posted 
on the Police notice board outside 
the office. It will also be used by 
our crime prevention advisor, Sarah 
Merritt, and, in the short term, by 
PC Kevin Taylor, until he gets his 
own Beat Office at Milton. I will of 
course also continue to work out of 
the Beat Office at Wantage Police 
station (contact number below).

I have continued to work with, 
and improve, Neighbourhood 
Watch across the Parishes I look 
after and we have recently held a 
meeting at West Hendred. We held 
a similar event in East Hendred, 
on 30 November, which was well 
attended, and we look forward to a 
more extensive network of groups in 
the village as a result of the meeting.

Unfortunately, crime figures in 
East Hendred for this financial year 

to date are up, when compared 
to last year. It is, however, worth 
pointing out that crime is still 
relatively low. The main reason 
for the increase was the rave on 
the Ridgeway earlier in the year. A 
considerable amount of additional 
crime came with it. One other par-
ticular area of concern, though, is 
that East Hendred has suffered two 
“distraction” burglaries this year. 
These are where persons bluff there 
way into homes, very often claim-
ing to be from the water or electric-
ity companies. This is generally a 
crime that affects the elderly in our 
communities. So, please be on your 
guard, always ask for identification 
and, if necessary, phone the compa-
ny’s office. Remember, a genuine 
caller will not mind.

I am aware of the great concern 
amongst many of you regarding 
the extended licensing hours that 
are currently being brought in. I 
hope that in all cases an agree-
ment can be reached that satisfies 
the public, the Police and the 
landlords.

PC 4650 Darren James. 

I can be contacted at the Wantage 
Beat Office on 01235 776048.

For a crime in progress or life 
threatening situation, please call 
999, or contact the Control Room 
on 0845 8 505 505.

Trophy for 
1st Cuckhamsley
Each year the Scout District awards 
the President’s Trophy to an individ-
ual or group that has demonstrated 
the true spirit of Scouting.

For 2005, the winner was the 
local 1st Cuckhamsley Group.

The Group was congratulated on 
its energy and leadership, which 
has “managed to turn the Group 
round from a bit of a dip into the 
active and vibrant Group it is 
today. Hardly a week goes by with-
out there being something positive 
about the Group in the local press. 
To cap it all you responded mag-
nificently to the appeal for help 
and support following the Tsunami 
disaster just after Xmas.”

New composting 
collection service

The district council is promoting 
the extension to our area of a new 
collection service for garden waste 
and cardboard. The service entails 
an annual fee of £29 and includes 
a brown wheelie bin that will be 
emptied fortnightly, to be taken 
away for composting. For more 
details, contact the Waste Team 
on 520202, collect an application 
pack from the Wantage office, or 
visit www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
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SNELLS 
HALL 

EAST HENDRED 
COMMUNITY CENTRE

           • Weddings                  • Parties 
           • Dinners                     • Receptions
           • Art Displays              • Meetings
           • Events                       • Dances
           • Reunions                   • Craft Fairs

The ideal venue for your get together. 
We have contacts with caterers and suppliers of 
music. Snells Hall can also be booked for regular 
events for village organisations. Ideas for new 
events are always welcome - 
please contact any committee member.
To Book Telephone : 01235 833561

 EAST  HENDRED 

~ A NEW SERVICE FROM THE POST OFFICE ~

Looking for a better-value phone service?
Then switch to Post Office HomePhone today

Pick up a leaflet at the village Post Office

~ VILLAGE POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS ~

Monday  •  Tuesday  •  Thursday 
Morning only, 9am until 1pm

~ TRAVEL SERVICES ~

0% Commission on foreign currency 
— available within 24hrs of order

Don’t forget to complete your European E111 
health form — available free from your Post Office

~ CASH ~

There is a cash point for most banks (not NatWest) at the 
village Post Office during normal open hours

POST 
OFFICE

BED & BREAKFAST

MONKS COURT
EAST HENDRED

A Comfortable Family House
on the edge of the village

07710 274653

TONY GILES
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL

01235 762558
0378 837909

Denise’s Beauty 
Treatments 

Epil-Pro

A pain free, quicker 
alternative to Electrolysis

Full range of Beauty 
Treatments available

Evening appointments
& Gift Vouchers

Telephone: 01235 868113

We are a family of 5 renting 
a house in East Hendred 
and enjoying life in the village.

If you are considering selling 
your house or know of 
anyone who might be thinking
of doing so, please do get 
in touch with us on:

821 909 

One 
Man 

& his 
Van 

Low-Cost Removals and 
Rubbish Clearance

Phone Mark 
on 01235 511846 
or 07770 862413

Enquiries welcome 7-days-a-week

Complete Complete Complete Complete  
Gardening ServicesGardening ServicesGardening ServicesGardening Services 
�����������������������������������

����������������� ���������������� ���������

� ���������������������������

������������������
����������������������

�
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� ����������������������
��������������������

Complete GardeniComplete GardeniComplete GardeniComplete Gardening Servicesng Servicesng Servicesng Services 
From design to regular maintenance 

professional * experienced * reliable 

Local references available 

Vladimir Ledvina 
4 The Green  
Steventon     Tel: 01235 832464
Oxfordshire       Mobile: 0784 018 5369
OX13 6RP 

Complete Gardening ServicesComplete Gardening ServicesComplete Gardening ServicesComplete Gardening Services 

Peter G Cousins
A.A.DIPL., A.R.I.B.A.

Chartered Architect
Practice established in 1957

All classes of architectural work 
large or small undertaken

Planning consultation service

Environmental audits prepared

Advice on energy conservation

Tel: 01235 833236
Fax: 01235 835015
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Parish Council / Village Events

Hendred Family Show Top Tray........First ........................................................................... Mick Childs
Second ...................................................................... David  Atkins
Third ......................................................................... Not awarded

Hendred Family Show Top Vase........First ........................................................................... Julia Cottee
Second ...................................................................... Mick Childs
Third ......................................................................... Adrian Sessions

SPECIALIST CLASSES

Morland Cup........................................Collection of vegetables ........................................... Mick Childs
Denly Cup ............................................Arrangement of flowers & vegetables .................... Mick Childs
Agatha Eyston Cup ..............................Most overall points - Specialist Collections ............ Mick Childs

OPEN CLASSES

Edwin Cottee Memorial Cup...............Most points Chrysanthemum/Dahlias...................... Mick Childs
Tudor Joinery Rose Bowl ....................Most points in the Rose classes ............................... Julia Cottee
Bill Ballard Memorial Shield ..............Winner of the Mixed flowers class .......................... Julia Cottee
AEA Cup ..............................................Most points in the Flower classes ............................ Mick Childs
Speckled Hen Cup ...............................Winner of the Runner Beans class ........................... David Atkins
Dave McDowell Cup ...........................Most points in the Vegetable classes........................ David Atkins
Wheatsheaf Cup...................................Winner of the Heaviest Onion class......................... Mick Childs
Pill Family Shield ................................Winner - Heaviest Marrow class.............................. Mick Childs 
David McDowell Memorial Cup ........Most points – Veg/Novelty Veg classes .................. David Atkins
Eyston Arms Cup .................................Most points - Novelty Veg classes ........................... David Atkins
Tom Riggs Shield .................................Most points in the Fruit classes................................ Avis Atkins
Thomas More Eyston Cup ...................Best produce exhibit in the show............................. Mick Childs

                                   (for  his ‘Morland Cup’ collection of vegetables)

The Royal Horticultural Society - Banksian Medal .................................................. Mick Childs

Bradley Cup .........................................Most points in the Floral Art classes........................ Elaine Hayes
Plough Cup ..........................................Winner of the Floral table decoration class ............ Jean Harbar
West & East Hendred W I Plate ..........Flower arrangement using fresh material ................ Audrey Chasney
Hendred Stores Plate ...........................Most points in the Preserves classes ........................ Betty Beechey
Gordon Harwood Trophy ....................Decorated (Iced) Cake.............................................. Kay Mulford
Hendreds’ Family Show Cookery Plate (Classes 51-56 - for the sweeter tooth!) ................ Kay Mulford
DJM Telecommunications Cup ...........Most points in the Cookery classes.......................... Kay Mulford
Harris Family Cup ..............................Overall Best Handicraft Exhibit............................... Kath Sutton
Hare Cup .............................................Most points - Needlecraft classes ............................ Margaret Day
R&M Pest Control Tankard.................Most points - Photography classes........................... Shared between 

                                                                 Phil Childs and Derek Day
CHILDREN’S CLASSES

The Mrs John Beary Cup for Young Gardeners (For ages 8 - 16)........................................ Emily Mulford
Sutton Shield for Child’s Heaviest Marrow (Growers aged 16 or less) ................................ Oscar Clayton
Peter Waite Cup...................................Pepper plant .............................................................. Alexander Grillo
George Edward Frederick Eyston Cup (EH Resident).......................................................... Reuben Barksfield
Miniature Garden Cup  ......................Aged 7 & under ........................................................ Bethany McConville
MacKinnon Shield ..............................Most points in the Aged 7 & under Classes ............ Alex Lundyates
Miniature Garden Cup  ......................Aged 8 to 11 ............................................................. Hester Gaylard
Brownies Shield ...................................Most points in the Aged 8 to 11 Classes.................. Charlotte Bambridge
Jenny Owen Cup .................................Floral Art for ages 12 to 16...................................... Katie Thimbleby
MacKinnon Shield ..............................Most points in the Aged 12 to 16 Classes ............... Harriet Gold
The Maureen Pill Cup .........................Best overall exhibit in Children’s Classes ............... Charlotte Bambridge

                                                                (for her Vegetable ‘Dragon’)
OVERALL TROPHIES

Clearwater Shield ................................Family with the most points in show ...................... The Mulford Family
                                                                                    (Kay & Emily)

R & M Pest Control Trophy ................Most overall points in show..................................... Mick Childs
E.H. Parish Council’s Millennium Cup (Resident with the best non-produce exhibit) ....... Phil Childs

                                                                         (for his ‘Koala’ photo)
Chairman’s Trophy ..............................Chairman’s choice .................................................... Kath Sutton

                                                             (for her knitted Nativity Scene)

The 2005 Hendreds’ Family show

This year’s Hendreds’ Family 
Show, held on Sunday 4 September, 
moved to the Park and was 
expanded to include a horse show. 
Local residents and visitors to the 
Hendred Heritage stand will know 
that this was a most appropriate 
move, as the Park had been the 
location for the village Donkey 
Derbys of years gone by.

The Show organisers wish to 
thank Mr Edward Eyston and the 
Hendred Estate for allowing us to 
take over the field and for their 
help and support.

The show was well supported 
by exhibitors, with 513 items on 
display in the Exhibition Marquee 
from 42 Open class and 40 
Children’s class exhibitors. The 
winners list appears below.

At the time of drafting this 
piece, not all the show statistics 
were available, but Gill says there 
were 80 dogs in the dog show. 

The bar and barbeque proved 
popular and our thanks go to 
Malcolm Prior for manning the 
barbeque for us on such a hot day.

We had some wonderfully 
supportive sponsors this year 
(again, our main sponsor was 
Infineum (SMILE) and UKAEA) 
and, without them and our helpers, 
we simply could not put on such a 
great event. Than you everyone.

If anyone would like to join the 
committee or help us next year, we 
would be delighted to hear from 
you. Please contact Adrian Sessions 
on 833641, or any committee 
member via our website, www.hend
redsfamilyshow.org.
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Parish Council / Village Events

This year’s Bazaar was held on 
3 December in Snells Hall and, 
as usual, was opened by Father 
Christmas who stayed to meet the 
village children in his grotto. The 
hand bell ringers and mulled wine 
set a festive theme for the afternoon.

We had a very large number 
of entries for the children’s 
competitions — many thanks 
to all those who worked hard to 
produce such a high standard of 
entries. The Main Draw again 
had a wide ranging collection of 
prizes, donated by individuals and 
local companies. Many thanks to 
all those who helped to make this 

event successful. Proceeds are 
being shared between St. Mary’s 
Parish, St. Augustine’s Church, 
Hendreds Sports Club and the 
Community Centre

A magnificent total of over 
300 shoe-boxes was collected 
at the Bazaar and sent out to the 
Ukraine via the charity UCM, 
which works with disadvantaged 

children in very poor areas of the 
Ukraine. Boxes were made up by 
local schools and by enthusiastic 
groups of office workers, as well 
as by individual families. Thanks 
to everyone for their generosity 
and particularly to the staff and 
parents of St. Amand’s school, 
for supplying 120 of the boxes 
— well done!

Christmas Bazaar and 
Collection of Shoe Boxes for Ukraine Christian Ministries

As a result of the SE Plan 
requiring a decision on the 
proposed location of 21,000 
homes in Oxfordshire between 
2016 and 2026, Parish Councils 
were invited to vote for Option 1 
(focus on Bicester and Didcot ) 
or Option 2 (focus on the south 
of the County — Wantage/Grove/
Didcot), or to provide an Option 3 
(which we did). Our response was 
sent in late October and appears 
below:

East Hendred Parish Council 
is not in favour of either Option 
1 or Option 2. Both demonstrate 
a lack of co-ordination of 
infrastructure planning with the 
proposed housing development in 
Oxfordshire.

We are most strongly opposed 
to Option 2, which concentrates 
the required housing in the south 
of the county. This is not feasible 
without major infrastructure 
development, particularly of the 
road system. Of serious concern to 
this community is the A417, which 
passes close to this village, and 
is extremely busy at peak traffic 
times, making entrance to and exit 
from this village very difficult. 
Further housing developments 
in Wantage and Grove can only 
exacerbate this. 

A second major problem is the 
A34, which many village residents 
use daily to access Abingdon, 
Oxford, Newbury, the M4, and the 
M40. The A34 (two lanes in each 
direction) is the main route from 

Southampton to the Midlands, and 
is already very heavily used and 
vulnerable to delays caused by 
accidents/breakdowns, resulting 
in frequent traffic hold-ups. An 
increase in housing provision 
in the Didcot/Wantage area will 
result in additional traffic on this 
road, causing more delays, which 
may have national as well as local 
implications. 

In addition, it seems very likely 
that a massive reservoir will be 
built at Steventon in the near 
future, which will generate more 
traffic on local roads, particularly 
the A34. It is reported that the 
Government has indicated that 
there will be no resources to 
widen/improve the A34 for 
several years. Another factor is the 
Strategic Rail Authority’s proposal 
to reduce the number of trains 
on the Didcot–London service. 
Trains on this route are already 
over-crowded at peak hours 
and any increase in passengers, 
which would surely result from a 
substantial increase in housing in 
the area, would exacerbate this, 
particularly if proposed service 
cuts are made.

The Parish Council proposes 
that some of the planned housing 
should be built in larger villages 
throughout Oxfordshire. The 
number per village would 
need to be limited, but given 
that (perhaps) 200 of the 300 
Oxfordshire villages could 
accept some additional housing, 

this implies a rate of 3–4 new 
dwellings per annum in each 
village over a ten-year period 
(giving a total of 6,000–8,000 
houses). Any additional houses 
required to meet the overall total 
required for Oxfordshire should be 
built in the towns as proposed in 
Option 1.

Care would need to be taken to 
ensure that a defined proportion 
of the housing built in villages 
was “affordable”, in order to 
ensure that villages are socially-
balanced communities; at present, 
in this village, most new houses 
tend to be large and expensive. 
The advantages of this proposed 
distribution of houses are seen as:

• Demand for affordable 
village housing could be met.

• Existing village facilities 
— such as schools, shops, post 
offices, village halls and churches 
— could be retained, maintained 
and improved. (If the houses were 
provided as in Options l and 2, 
such facilities would have to be 
built.)

• The impact on the 
road network of vehicles from 
new dwellings would be more 
widely spread. Nevertheless, 
roads such as the A417 (which 
serve several villages) would 
need to be upgraded. Such 
development would follow the 
traditional pattern of settlement 
in Oxfordshire, with a balance 
between small towns and villages.

Response from Parish Council to 
Oxfordshire County Council’s 
Housing Distribution Questionnaire
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Hendred Heritage

(Sent November 2005)
1. The Council welcomes the 

above-planned timescale for final 
clearance of the UKAEA Harwell 
site (by 2025). However, it is 
aware that this is very dependent 
on a long-term waste depository 
for intermediate level waste (ILW) 
being available by about 2015. 
Given that the Committee on 
Radioactive Waste Management 
(CORWM) does not report until 
2006 and its recommendation will 
not include a suitable location, it is 
likely that the next stage of finding 
a suitable site will take up to ten 
years (particularly if it includes a 
public inquiry). Assuming at least 
five years is required to build the 
repository, this would mean that 
the Harwell ILW waste could not 
be moved until at least 2021, thus 

delaying the final site clearance.
2. We are aware of the NDA 

proposal to consider regional 
stores for ILW waste, both to 
overcome the problem identified 
(in 1, above) and also to reduce 
costs. We would be extremely 
concerned if the current UKAEA 
Harwell ILW waste store was to 
be considered as a regional store, 
both because it is close to this 
Parish and because of the transport 
issues involved and we would 
object strongly to this proposal.

3. The management of both the 
Harwell and Winfrith sites (as one 
package) is planned to be put out 
for tender in 2007/8. The selection 
of a suitable management 
contractor for the UKAEA 
Harwell site is of particular 
concern to this Council because 

of the proximity of the site to our 
village. We note that cost savings 
are intended in this process. It is 
of paramount importance to us 
that management of safety and 
environmental protection are not 
subjected to any cost savings, 
and we would wish that this is 
made very clear in the tendering 
process. We would also request 
that, through the local stakeholder 
group, we are consulted on the 
terms of the tendering process and 
its scope.

4. The Council notes that the 
views of stakeholders on the site 
end-state will be considered. We 
welcome this and look forward to 
further consideration on this issue. 
One issue very relevant to this 
Council is the current limited road 
infrastructure serving the Harwell 
site and any growth of the site 
will need to take this into account 
and provide suitable resources for 
upgrading it. 

The Council welcomes the 
NDA’s intent to provide more 
funding and support for activities 
that would benefit the social 
and economic life of local 
communities. East Hendred parish, 
as one of the three parishes in 
close proximity to the UKAEA 
Harwell site, would expect to 
benefit from this.

Parish Council Response to 
NDA Draft Strategy for 
decommissioning UK nuclear sites

Proposed Nuclear Decommissioning Authority’s (NDA) 
timescale for decommissioning the UKAEA Harwell site
2006....................... Eastern area of site restored.
2011....................... Site active drains decommissioning complete.
2015....................... Liquid Effluent Treatment Plant LLW operations 

complete.
2016....................... Building B462 Waste Stores Complex — RHILW 

operations complete.
2018....................... Building B459 Active Handling Facility— 

decommissioning complete.
2020....................... Building B220 Radiochemistry Facility — 

decommissioning complete.
2025....................... Final site clearance and closure.

Volunteers are being sought for a 
new scheme created for Friends of 
Helen & Douglas House, which is 
designed “to support and motivate 
willing volunteers who wish to work 
alongside the fundraising team of 
the Oxford hospice”. The scheme 
invites people to set up representa-

tive and fundraising Groups in their 
own area, effectively becoming the 
local “face” of the hospice. 

Groups will receive training, 
guidance and much practical and 
moral support. Oxford’s Helen and 
Douglas House hospices support 
children and young adults with life-

shortening conditions, looking after 
over 200 in a year, but costing over 
£3m to run (and 95% funded from 
voluntary contributions). People 
interested in setting up or joining 
a Group should contact Joanna 
Mitchell on 01865 794749 (jmitche
ll@helenanddouglas.org.uk).

Helen & Douglas House 
— seeking volunteers
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Hendred Heritage

Times of Change
Hendred Heritage Trust and 
Champs Chapel Museum

The East Hendred Heritage Trust 
is pleased to announce that, as 
from 1 January 2006, Deborah 
Lavin will take on the task of 
being Chair of the Trustees and 
Jean Salmon will take over 
the position of Chair of the 
Management Committee. 

As to the future of the Heritage 
Trust and the Museum, a “brain-
storming” session as to the “way 
ahead” has already been led 
by Deborah Lavin, deliberately 
designed not to get into detail on 
any one theme but to take into 
account new ideas from new faces. 
Spreading the load as far as possible, 
and encouraging new faces to take 
part in defined projects was one 
outcome. Many questions remain to 
be clarified but the major point of 
total agreement is that the Museum 
is important to the village and should 
be retained for the future, actively 
promoting “Yesterday’s Heritage for 
Tomorrow”.

The style of operation needed 
for the modern village remains 
unresolved, for the time being, and 
will have to take into account the 
current activity regarding the new 
Village Plan. 

John Stevenson has agreed to 
celebrate his retirement by taking 
on the newly created Archivist 
position, working mainly from 
home, bringing records up to 
date and preparing for greater 
use of the Trust archives in future 
outreach projects.

The Trust reaches a cross roads 
and needs your assistance with 
setting future directions, as well 
as providing some different type 
of volunteer effort. Perhaps you 
may just find time to think about 
contributing to the future of the 
Chapel Museum activities? The 
present team, with the help of many 
generous donations, has been able 
to create a new Fire Pump House 
and restore the Sheard painting of 
the Jumble Sale, while doing much 
to improve our exhibitions, archives 
and storage, through physical 
contributions as well as fundraising 
co-ordination. Some still say the 
Fire Pump is Hendred’s best kept 
secret, hidden in the “secret garden” 

at the rear of the Snells Hall. If you 
find it, the pump is on view and, on 
an autumn or spring day, in a very 
peaceful surrounding. As to the 
Jumble Sale painting by Professor 
Sheard, listed in the book Treasures 
of Oxfordshire, it now takes pride 
of place amongst other objects of its 
kind and is lit to perfection. Let your 
opinions be known…

Another fine year for Heritage

2005 saw 
the Tenth 
Anniversary of 
the formation of 
East Hendred 
Heritage Trust, 
which is the 
Charity that 
enables the 
continued 
operation of 
the museum 
activities. The 
season has 
been busy and 
culminated 
in a special 
exhibition event 
in Snells Hall to 
gather residents 
memories of the 
1939–45 period.

Earlier this 
year, the Trust 
was lucky enough to gain a grant 
towards extending our Sixty years 
On exhibition coverage to produce 
audio memoirs of the wartime 
period reflected by those who live 
in Hendred.

One does not need to emphasise 
that the number of people who 
were actually around during 
that period are getting fewer, so 
serious historians seek to ensure 
that such memories that do remain 
are not lost. This means that the 
memoirs that Hendred people can 
provide will not only serve locally, 
but in the National Archive as 
well. The Chapel display was 
extended and, to date, there are 
a few voice recordings and some 
written words. The appeal has also 
produced some memorable items 
from resident’s own archives, as 
well as some useful stories and 
extra photographs.

Latterly, the emphasis was on 
Burma, thanks to some surprising 

finds and the help of Robert May 
and Sylvia, whose father served 
during the campaign in Kohima 
and Imphal. 

Did you know that Charlie 
Hiskins, at that time an RAF 
aircraftman “chippy”, was 
surprised to find his Newbury 
Road neighbour, Ted East (then in 
the Berkshires), knocking on his 
tent flap in Burma? 

Did you know that Lewis 
Northcote of the Royal Artillery 
Survey regiment was one of 
those in the landing craft that 
entered Rangoon by sea, to a 
rapturous welcome from the local 
population, with no Japanese 
firing a shot that day? 

Did you know that John 
Stevenson might just have car-
ried them by ship across the Bay 
of Bengal from Madras to the 
Burmese coast, or that Heather 
Beary (enjoying the delights of 
South East Asia Command opera-
tions planning in Ceylon) might 
have known all about the plans?

Memoirs of 1939–45 
— more keenly wanted

We are sure there are still more 
memories around that period 
and more contributions towards 
recordings are keenly needed to 
meet the year end deadline.

Photo: Heather Beary, Arthur 
Newton and Charlie Hiskins swap 
memories of the South East Asia 
campaign. Heather was in the 
WRNS with Mountbatten’s HQ 
staff, Arthur was a Chindit with 
Orde Wingate, and Charlie Hiskins 
was with the famous RAF squadron 
of Hurricane fighters (which were 
converted to carry bombs in close 
support of the troops working their 
way down through Burma, and thus 
renamed Hurribombers). Pictured 
in the Chapel, in front of the special 
display relating to the campaign, 
which includes Lewis Northcote’s 
actual jungle green uniform that he 
wore at the time.
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Price Price

Pedigree Chum Complete Adult Chicken & Rice 15kg 21.99 Iams Adult Premium Chicken 10kg 31.99
Pedigree Chum Complete Junior Chicken & Rice 10kg 18.99 Iams Adult Premium Lamb 10kg 31.99
Pedigree Chum Complete Light 12kg 18.99 Iams Adult Premium Fish 10kg 31.99
Pedigree Chum Complete Puppy Chicken & Rice 10kg 18.99 Iams Adult Premium Chicken 15 kg 44.99
Chappie Complete Original 15kg 13.00 Iams Light Premium Chicken 10kg 33.99

Hills Kitten with Chicken 10kg 36.99
Bakers Complete Puppy Beef & Veg 12.5kg 19.99 Hills Adult  with Chicken 10kg 36.99
Bakers Complete Adult Beef & Veg 15kg 20.99 Hills Adult  with Chicken 15kg 47.99
Bakers Complete Light Chicken & Rice 15kg 20.99 Hills Light  with Chicken 10kg 37.99

Hills Senior with Chicken 10kg 37.99
Beta Pet Maintenance  Dual Kibble 15kg 17.99
Beta Adult Chicken & Rice  Dual Kibble 15kg 19.99
Beta Adult Fish & Rice  Dual Kibble 15kg 19.99 Bio - Catolet 25 Litre 7.99
Beta Active  Dual Kibble 15kg 17.99 Pettex Granules 25 kg 8.99
Beta Light Dual Kibble 15kg 20.99 Tact Economy Wood Based 32 Litre 10.99
Beta Puppy / Junior Chicken & Rice Dual Kibble 15kg 22.99

Eukanuba Puppy & Junior Medium Breed 15kg 38.00

Eukanuba Puppy & Junior Large Breed 15kg 38.00 Bobtail Rabbit 20kg 9.99
Eukanuba Regular Adult Small/Medium Breed 15kg 35.00 Gerty Guinea Pig 15kg 15.05
Eukanuba Adult Large Breed 15kg 35.00 Russel Rabbit Carrot and Leak 15kg 15.99
Eukanuba Adult Lamb & Rice 15kg 39.00 Russel Rabbit Original 15kg 11.99
Eukanuba Senior Small/Medium Breed 15kg 38.00 Supa Rabbit Excel 10k 12.99
Eukanuba Light Small Medium Breed 15kg 39.00 Supreme Rabbit 20kg 12.99
Eukanuba Performance High Activity 15kg 39.00

James Wellbeloved - Adult Lamb 15kg 32.99

James Wellbeloved - Adult Turkey 15kg 33.99 Budgie Seed 25kg 13.99
James Wellbeloved - Senior Turkey 15kg 33.99 Canary Condition 20kg 14.99
James Wellbeloved - Puppy Lamb 15kg 33.99 Canary Plain 25kg 17.99
James Wellbeloved - Junior Lamb 15kg 33.99 Canary Mix 25 kg 20.99

Chick Crumbs 25kg 11.99
HILL's Puppy with Chicken 15kg 36.99 Foreign Finch 25kg 14.99
HILL's Puppy Large Breed with Chicken 15kg 36.99 Layers Pellets 20kg 7.49
HILL's Maint Chicken or Beef 15kg 35.99 Mixed Corn 25kg 9.99
HILL's Maint Tuna or Lamb & Rice 15kg 39.99 Fruity Parrot 12.5kg 15.99
HILL's Maint Large Breed with Chicken 15kg 36.99 Parakeet / Cockatiel 25kg 14.99
HILL's Senior with Chicken 15kg 38.99 Peanuts 25kg 19.99
HILL's Light with Chicken 15kg 38.99 Black Sunflower 25kg 14.99
HILL's Light Senior 15kg 39.99 Sunflower Hearts 23kg 27.99
HILL's Sensitive Skin / Stomach 15kg 39.99 Sunflower Seeds 25kg 13.99

Wild Bird 25kg 9.99
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Children from the East Hendred 
Summer Soccer School met 
the players and manager of 
Scunthorpe United at their away 
game at Swindon Town, on 
Saturday 22 October. Swindon 
Town manager Iffy Onuora 
also signed autographs and 
photographs with the children. The 
children were the winners of the 
Summer Soccer School’s end of 
season competition, which capped 
a season that saw the children 
comprehensively outplaying 
their parents and beating them 
easily in a game of football. At 
the end of the session, each child 
then demonstrated to the parents 
the skills that they had learned 
throughout the summer.

The aim of the Summer Soccer 
School is to help the children 
acquire new skills and build their 
self-confidence, whilst having fun. 
Little emphasis is given to the 
tactics, positions etc. of the game 
of football itself. Despite this, 
the team of boys and girls again 
acquitted themselves very well at 
the Hendreds Family Show football 
competition, winning one of their 
games and drawing another.

The East Hendred Summer 
Soccer School was established in 
May 2002, to provide organized 
football coaching for children 
aged 5- to 10-years-old and takes 
place every Monday evening 

from May until October at the 
Mill Lane Sports Ground. It was 
launched by Keith Stiles, the 
Chief Scout for the Reading FC 
Football Academy (12–18 year-

olds) and the South Oxfordshire 
Development Officer for Reading 
FC. Thanks to the continuing 
support of the parents who give 
their time to coach the children 

throughout the Summer, the 
school has continued to thrive for 
the fourth year running, regularly 
attracting between thirty and forty 
children. Previous winners of the 
end of season competition were 

Josh Pentin (who won a football 
shirt personally signed by Wayne 
Rooney) and Oliver Base (who 
won a football signed by Wayne 
Rooney and other members of the 
Everton football team).

Grove Rugby 
Football Club 
’05–’06

East Hendred Summer Soccer School

The rugby season has got off to a 
great start at Grove and there was 
a festival on 2 October in which 
all age groups (Under7’s through 
to Under 13’s) participated.

The club is looking for recruits 
into the Under-7’s and Under-8’s 
and there are already a number of 
boys and girls who play from the 
Hendreds and who benefit from 
the coaching and really enjoy 
themselves. Sunday morning training 
starts at 10:15am and finishes by 
midday. There are matches against 
other clubs every fortnight. Annual 
subscription is £25 and the season 
runs through to May.

Parents are welcome to watch and 
there are first-class refreshments!

If you are interested in further 
details, please contact Edward 
Boddington on 01235 861 509 or 
bod@hmg.tv.

For further details, see 
www.groverfc.co.uk.

Photo: Under-8’s squad, 
which is in its last season before 
“contact” Rugby starts next year.
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Since the last Bulletin, the Parish Council has been asked 
to comment on the following planning applications in the 
parish, by the Vale District Council:

2 White Road, two-storey extension; the Council had 
no objections to this application and it was approved by 
the Vale Planning department.

Inglenook, Cat Street, first-floor rear extension with 
dormer window. Internal alterations and French door. The 
Council had no objections to this application.

6 Mill Lane, amendment to original planning approval. 
The Council had no objections to this application.

Wye Cottage, Orchard Lane, erection of a 
conservatory. Again, the Council had no objections to this 
application.

Verdley, Orchard Close, erection of a double garage 
with playroom above. The Council objected to this 
application on the basis that the development was too 
large. The dormer windows would be intrusive for 
neighbours and the application was not in accordance 
with the Local Plan, with concern that the playroom 
might be used for commercial purposes. The Vale 
Planning Department subsequently rejected the 
application.

Land adjacent to 1 Home Farm Close, erection of 
a dwelling. This followed a successful appeal and the 
Council agreed to support the development, subject to the 
parking arrangements being confirmed as suitable and the 
vehicle turning-area being kept clear. The large size of 
the proposed property was noted. 

Land to rear of The Cottage, Chapel Square, 
erection of a dwelling,. The Council agreed to object 
to the development, as being totally inappropriate. It 
contravened Local Plan policy HE1 with regard to 
improving or enhancing a Conservation Area and policy 
HE15 with regard to its adverse effect on a listed building 
(Cobblers Cottage). The application has since been 
withdrawn.

Ludbridge Mill, Reading Road, renewal of 
application for extension of storage and distribution unit. 
The Council had no objections to this application.

Land off Meashill Way, Harwell Business Centre, 
replacement of communications tower. The Council 
noted that the proposed mast was very tall and large, but 
unlikely to be generally visible within the parish. It was 
agreed to note the application. 

The Council has also supported the Vale Planning 
Department in its enforcement notice on the Greensands 
property, concerning change of use of the land from 
agriculture to storage etc., which had gone to appeal.

Planning Matters Information

REFUSE COLLECTION

Dustbin Collection
Friday

Recycling (Green Boxes)
Tuesday 

COMMUNITY 
POLICEMAN

PC 4650 Darren James 

Wantage Beat Office
Church St, Wantage,
Oxon OX12 8BW
Tel: 01235 776048

Ardington Beat Office, 
Reading Rooms

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Terry Fraser
33 Nadlertown Road
Wantage OX12 9EA
Tel: 01235 766003

COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Iain Brown

M.P.
Ed Vaizey
House of Commons
SW1A 0AA
vaizey@parliament.uk

MOBILE LIBRARY

Alternate Wednesdays

White Road
11.15am

Church Street
11.35 - 11.50am

For more details 
tel. 771132 or 760185

POST OFFICE

Mondays, Tuesdays & 
Thursdays: 9am–1pm

COLLECTIONS

Weekdays
7.00am & 16.15pm

Saturdays
7.00am  (village shop)

Sunday
11.00am (village shop)

WORKING GROUPS
Allotments: John Sharp and Stan Francis, with the assistance of 

Mrs.Cairney Duncasson (an allotment holder)
Amenities (General): Margaret Pill, Jimmy Francis and Stan 

Francis
Bulletin: John Sharp, Stan Francis, Sue Roberts (Advertising) 

and Jimmy Francis (Distribution)
Courtesy Lighting: Val Bacon, Margaret Pill and Jimmy 

Francis
Playgrounds: Edward Eyston, Tony Ford, Val Bacon and 

Margaret Pill
Rights of Way: Edward Eyston, Stan Francis and Rachel Sutton
Website: John Sharp, Edward Eyston, Rachel Sutton and Alex 

Birkhead.

TASK GROUPS
Affordable Housing: John Sharp, Rachel Sutton, Margaret Pill, 

Val Bacon and Stan Francis
Utilities Group: Tony Ford, Edward Eyston, John Sharp, Stan 

Francis and Jeremy Bird
Youth Issues: Edward Eyston, Tony Ford, Stan Francis and 

Margaret Pill

Parish Council

Council meetings are held in Snells Hall at 8pm on the second 
Tuesday of each month. An Open Forum, in which parishioners 
may ask questions, starts at 8.30pm.
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL
Mr W Falkenau 
Tel: 833475 Email: easthendredclerk@btconnect.com
CHAIRMAN
Dr John Sharp, Inish Fail, Orchard Close, 
Tel: 833367 Email: J.V.Sharp@btinternet.com
Deputy Chairman
Mr Stan Francis, Peelers Cottage, Chapel Square, 
Tel: 833473
COUNCILLORS
Miss Sue Roberts, Perseverance Bungalow, Ford Lane, 
Tel: 833451
Mr Edward Eyston, Hendred House, Tel: 833117
Mr Jim Francis, 3 Dennis Row, White Road, Tel: 831182
Mrs Margaret Pill, 15 White Road, Tel: 833736
Mrs Rachel Sutton, 36 Coulings Close, Tel: 833491
Mr T Ford, 4 Smithy Cottages, Church Street, Tel: 820633
Mrs V Bacon, Old Hickory, White Rd, Tel: 833403 

Parish Council Groups

Council Representatives on Other Bodies

Harwell Liaison: John Sharp
School Governors: St.Amands - TBC  

Hendred School - John Hedgecock
Snells Hall: Edward Eyston
Sports Club: Jimmy Francis
Howard-Spicer Fund: Mary Mackinnon and the Clerk
Transport: The Clerk receives the correspondence, but would 

be only too happy if there is an interested resident willing to 
fill this position

GLOVERS 
PLUMBING

PLUMBING & 
CERAMIC TILING 

BATHROOM 
CONVERSIONS

Hunts End, 
Upthorpe Drive 
Wantage, Oxon 
OX12 7DF
Tel: 01235 764564
Daytime Mobile:
07768905460

Tel: 01235 768613
Daytime Mobile:
07850 687903

Hendred Vineyard
English wine for sale.

Produced in our winery from 
Madeleine Angevine 

and Seyval Blanc grape varieties.
We are open most weekends 

and welcome visitors

Tel 01235 833277 

Voice and data installation specialists

• New and Used Telephone Systems

• Telephone, Headsets and Accessories

• Extension Sockets

• Structured Wiring

• Fibre

• P.A. Systems

• Voicemail

Oxford and Surrounding Areas

01235 833422
www.djmtele.com
Email sales@djmtele.com

Unit 7  Old Estate Yard  East Hendred  Wantage  Oxon  OX12 8BE

Tonks Brothers Funeral Directors
131 Ock Street, Abingdon, OX14 5DL.

Tel: 01235 539444

                       24 hour personal service
                       Dedicated chapel of rest
                       Pre-paid plans available
                       Full range of memorials supplied
        
               “An independent family funeral service”

Extension 
& New Build 

Specialist

Rewires, Alterations & Repairs

Designer Lighting Available

Tel: 01235 511876
Mobile: 07944 122 417

Email: 
pulseelectrical@btopenworld.com

GARDEN LIGHTINGPATS T
ESTIN

G

Benton & Bryan 
                                      Renovation & Maintenance Services 

Extensions
Internal & External Alterations 

Roofing, Decorating 
24 HOUR PLUMBING SERVICE 

Brickwork, Plastering & Lime Plastering 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installations 

RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE 

Tel: 01235 832513        Mobile: 07905386150 
118 The Causeway, Steventon, Oxon OX13 6SQ
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CHURCHES    St Augustine’s CoE
                     (www.achurchnearyou.com/venue.php?V=4745) 
HENDRED ESTATE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .821543
                   (office@hendredestate.co.uk)
HENDRED STORES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833123
PUBS            Eyston Arms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833320
                    The Plough  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833213
                     (www.theplough.uk.com; hendredplough@yahoo.co.uk)
                    The Wheatsheaf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833229
                     (www.thewheatsheaf.org.uk)
SCHOOLS      Hendreds School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833379
                    St Amands School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833342
SPORTS         Croquet (Gavin Beaumont)  . . . . . . .833217
                    Cricket (Ivan Mulford)  . . . . . . . . . . .820316 
                    Football (Steve Mulford)  . . . . . . . . .818027
                     (www.easthendredafc.co.uk) 
                    Rugby  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.groverfc.co.uk
SNELLS        Bookings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .833561
  HALL        Payphone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .831555

CUCKHAMSLEY SCOUT GROUP www.1stcuckhamsley.co.uk
EAST HENDRED BULLETIN  . . . . . . . . bulletin@hendred.org
HENDREDS’ FAMILY SHOW www.hendredsfamilyshow.org
VILLAGE NEWS SERVICE (significant events/news only)
                    Email webmaster@hendred.org to subscribe
VILLAGE WEBSITE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.hendred.org

DOCTORS     Church Street Practice, Grove  . . . . .770245
                    Newbury Street Practice, Grove . . . .763451
EMERGENCY  Electricity  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 7708090
   Services    Gas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0800 111999
                    Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 9200800
HOSPITALS    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .www.oxfordshire.nhs.uk
                    Churchill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01865 741841
                    John Radcliffe . . . . . . . . . . . . 01865 741166
                    Nuffield Orthopedic  . . . . . . . 01865 741155
                    Radcliffe infirmary  . . . . . . . . 01865 311188
                    Wantage Community  . . . . . . 01235 205801
POLICE         Headquarters  . . . . . . . . . . . . 01865 846000
                    Wantage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .776048
RAIL            National  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0845 7484950
                    Oxford  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01865 722333
VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL  . . . . . . . .520202
DIDCOT       Leisure Centre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 811250
WANTAGE    Civic Hall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .764696
                    Health Centre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .205800
                    Library  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .762291
                    Recreation Centre  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .766201 
                    Regent Cinema  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 771155
                    The Independent Advice Centre . . . .765348
                    Tourist Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . .760176
                    Vale & Downland Museum  . . . . . . .771447

Please submit all contributions, and 
diary listings for both the Bulletin 
and the Village Website to the 
Editor, preferably electronically. 

Events can be included up to 12 
months in advance.

EDITOR AND WEBMASTER
                      TBC
       bulletin@hendred.org

PRODUCTION AND EDITING
                      Pam Lundyates
                         832590
                      John Sharp
                      Stan Francis

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS
                      Ivan Mulford
                      Sue Roberts
                      John Sharp
                      Margaret Sharp
                      John Stevenson
                      Rachel Sutton
                      Ken Taylor

ADVERTISING
                      Sue Roberts 
                         833451

The Bulletin is published by East 
Hendred Parish Council.

Opinions expressed are not necessar-
ily those of the Council. 

All telephone numbers are local 
unless otherwise stated. 
(Area code 01235.)

December 2005–July 2006 Regular Events Church Services

Useful Contacts

The Bulletin

MONDAY           Dancing class 4–5pm, Snells Hall
                         Karate 5.30–7pm, Snells Hall
                         Junior Football 6.30–7.30pm

Mill Lane Sports Ground (Ian Rees)
                         Scouts 7–9pm, Snells Hall

(Richard Tingley, 07771 545006)
Tuesday           Cub Scouts 6.15-7.45pm, Snells Hall

(Robin Gray, 769787)
                         Beaver Scouts 5-6pm, Snells Hall

(Deborah Fuller, 769461)
WEDNESDAY    Mother & Toddler Group, 10–12am

Snells Hall (Karen Borland, 821548)
                         Bowls 7.45–10pm, Snells Hall

(Ken Taylor, 833359)
                         Stretch & Flex 4–4.45pm, Snells Hall

(Nadine Hunt, 811961)
THURSDAY       Brownies, Snells Hall

(Linda Harris, 832691)
SATURDAY       Soccer School, Mill Lane Rec

(Glyn Evans, 770372, 07881932459, 
or glynsoccerschool@aol.com)

WEEKDAYS      Pre-school, every morning, 9–12am 
Snells Hall (Jan Marples, 821422)

MONTHLY        Snells Hall Management Meeting, 8pm
1st Tuesday in the Gallery

                         Downs Golden Age, Snells Hall 
1st Thursday (Betty Holliday, 833400)

                         Parish Council Meeting, 8pm
2nd Tuesday

                         WI, 7.30pm, Snells Hall
3rd Thursday

Catholic Parish 
of St Mary
St. Mary’s, East Hendred
Tel: 833269

Sunday Mass
9.30am    St Mary’s,
                East Hendred

Parish Church 
of St Augustine 
of Canterbury
Rector: Rev. Rita Ball
Tel: 833235

Parish Communion
10.30am  Each Sunday

Family Communion
10.30am  1st Sunday
(Children are welcome at 
all our services but will 
find this service particu-
larly appealing.)

Holy Communion
11.00am  Every Thursday

Sunday Squad
10.30am  3rd Sunday
(Fun stuff for children.)

DECEMBER 2005 
 See Church page for services

JANUARY 2006 
Sat 14 Family Quiz, Snells Hall (Twinning Group)
Thu 19 WI - New Year Party, Snells Hall

FEBRUARY 2006 
Fri 3 Parish Plan Steering Group, Snells Hall
Sat 4 Pot Luck Supper, Snells Hall (Twinning Grp)
Thu 16 WI – Life in Gambia, Snells Hall

MARCH 2006
Thu 16 WI – AGM, followed by 

Members Reminiscences, Snells Hall
APRIL 2006 

Sat 1 Tutored Wine & Cheese Tasting Evening, 
Snells Hall (Twinning Group)

MAY 2006 
Sat 13 Come & Sing, St. Augustine’s Church
Sat 20 May Fete, Poplar Field

JULY 2006 
8–9 Visit from Sarceaux (Twinning Group
Sat 15 St. Augustine’s Church Fete, Cowdrays


